
   
BASIC ECG PATTERNS  

LI
FE

-T
H

R
EA

TE
N

IN
G

!!
! 

   
  S

H
O

C
K

 
R

EQ
U

IR
ED

 

V-FIB 
Ventricular 
Fibrillation 

NO PULSE                                       RATE UNMEASURABLE 

IRREGULAR 
NO P WAVE 
NO QRS 
 

V-Tach 
Ventricular 
Tachycardia 

NO PULSE              WIDE QRS          RATE: FAST (100-250) 
 REGULAR 

NO P WAVE 
WIDE QRS 
 

Torsade 
de Pointes 
Type of V-Tach 

NO PULSE              WIDE QRS          RATE: VERY FAST (200-250) 

IRREGULAR 
NO P WAVE 
WIDE QRS 
TALL & SHORT WAVES 

C
R

IT
IC

A
L 

EM
ER

G
EN

C
Y

. 

SVT 
Supraventricular 
Tachycardia 

             NARROW QRS          RATE VERY FAST (150-250) 

REGULAR 
HIDDEN P WAVE 
NARROW QRS 
 

STEMI 
ST- Elevation 
Myocardial 
Infarction 

“CHEST PAIN” OR “ULCER” REGULAR OR 
IRREGULAR 
 
P WAVE 
ST- ELEVATION 
+/- Q WAVES 
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A-Fib 
Atrial 
Fibrillation 

IRREGULAR PULSE 

IRREGULAR 
NO P WAVE 
NORMAL QRS* 
 

A-Flutter 
Atrial Flutter  

REGULAR OR IRREGULAR PULSE       +/- PALPITATION REGULAR OR 
IRREGULAR 
 
NO P WAVE OR 
SAWTOOTH PATTERN 
 
NORMAL QRS* 
 

Complete 
Heart 
Block 

SLOW PULSE 
MOSTLY  IRREGULAR 
 
P WAVE & QRS have 
no relationship 
 
NORMAL or WIDE 
QRS* 
PACEMAKER MAY BE 
NEEDED 

 Normal  
REGULAR 
NORMAL P WAVE 
NARROW QRS 
P BEFORE EVERY QRS 
RATE 60-100 
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